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K E 13. 
WHOSOEVER SHALL CALL UPON 
THE NAME OF THE LORD, SHALL 
BE SAVED. 


HE text, as Dr. Whitby well 
remarks upon it, preſents us with 
a double argument in favour of 
our Lord's Divinity. Firſt, it applies to 
him, what by the prophet Joel is ſpoken of 
Jehovah ; ſecondly, it affirms him to be the 
object of religious adoration. Either of 
theſe particulars does, indeed, imply the 
other. For if he be Jehovah, he muſt 
be the object of religious adoration ; and, 
if the object of religious adoration, he muſt 
be Jehovah. We might therefore take occa- 
ſion, from this paſſage, to prove his Divini- 
ty, and from thence infer, that he is to be 
worſhipped ; but, at preſent, that the ſub- 
ject may be viewed on every ſide, let us 
take it in another light; let us firſt prove, 
that he is to be worſhipped, and from 
thence infer his Divinity. 


But it is incumbent upon me previouſly to 
obſerve, that, ſince the compoſition of the 
A following 
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1 
following diſcourſe, the cauſe has been plead- 
ed at large by much abler advocates * ; for 
which reaſon, a reſolution was once taken to 
lay it aſide, as fully and happily ſuperſeded. 
But a ſaying of one of the ancients occurred, 
that, in times when erroneous and noxious 
tenets were diffuſed, all men ſhould embrace 
ſome opportunity to bear their teſtimony 
againſt them. It occurred likewiſe, that 
the evidence, drawn to a point, and delivered 
from the pulpit, might ſtrike many (of my 
younger auditors more , eſpecially) who 
might not be diſpoſed to ſearch for it in 


tracts of greater extent, and far greater 


merit. This conſideration, above all, pre- 
vailed, that the eſtabliſhed doctrine con- 
cerning the worſhip of our Redeemer might 
receive no ſmall degree of confirmation in 
the minds of it's profeſſors, when, without 
concert or conſultation, perſons fitting down 
to reconſider it, at different times, and in 
different places, ſhould be found to repre- 
ſent it in the ſame light, and to vindicate it 


by the ſame arguments. Intreating your 


* See Dr. Randolph's Vindication of the Worſhip of the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt; and Mr. Bingham's Vindication of the 
Doctrine and Liturgy of the Church of England. See likewiſe 
Mr. Burgh's Scriptural Confutation of the Arguments againſt the 


one Godhead of the F * Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 


favoura- 


. 
favourable acceptance of this very neceſſary 
apology, I will venture to proceed. 


Invocation, then, is a part, and a princi- 
pal part, of adoration; but my text men- 
tions the invocation of Chriſt, as a duty, to 
the performance of which, ſalvation is an- 
nexed. Whoſoever ſhall call upon the 
* name of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved.“ The 
context treats wholly of Chriſt, in whom, 
it is ſaid, Whoſoever believeth ſhall not 
ebe aſhamed ;” and in whom, it is likewiſe 
ſaid, the Jews refuſed to believe, when they 
had heard of him by the preaching of the 
Apoſtles. ©** Whoſoever ſhall call on the 
« name of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved. But 
« how ſhall they call on him, of whom 
e they have not heard? and how ſhall they 
« hear, without a preacher,” &c. Chriſt 
therefore is, without doubt, the perſon 
mentioned in the text ; he is, conſequently, 
the object of invocation, a principal part of 
religious adoration ; and the man who de- 
fires to be ſaved,” muſt . call upon him,” 


by prayer, 


In the apoſtolical times, all Chriſtians 
were ſuppoſed, by virtue of their profeſſion, 
„ to 


64) 
to invoke Chriſt, and were characterized by 
that very circumſtance. Thus St. Paul 
addreſſes one of his epiſtles, to all that 
«* in every place call upon the name of the 
« Lord Jeſus, both theirs and ours; that is, 
ſays an excellent paraphraſt, whom we and 
all true Chriſtians join in acknowledging 
and adoring as their Lord and ours. In the 
- 1Xkth chapter of the Acts, we find Ananias 
ſaying of Saul, «And here he hath autho- 
« rity to bind all that call on thy name; 
that is, ſays Dr. Hammond, who publickly 
avow the worſhip of Chriſt. Again, in 
the ſame chapter, we read, And ſtraight- 
«© way he preached Chriſt in the ſynagogues, 
de that he is the Son of God. But all that 
e heard him were amazed, and ſaid, is not 
e this he that deſtroyed them who called on 


ic this name? that i ia, evidently, the name of 
Chriſt. 


Some critics tell us, that the phraſe 
em,! To Ovtre gie is to be taken paſ- 
ſively, as denoting thoſe who were named 


by the name of Chriſt, or who were called, 
Chriſtians. But this cannot be. The name, 


Chriſtian, was not known in the world, till 
or. i. 2. b Dr. Doddridge. 
ſome 


E | 
ſome time after St. Paul's converſion, when, 
as St. Luke expreſſly informs us, the diſ- 
« ciples were called Chriſtians firſt at An- 
ce tioch”; whereas, before that time, they were 
diſtinguiſhed by the title of ermaMm 79 
Ovoua Xpisrs, Beſides that ETIXAME0hALL, ( as 
hath been juſtly obſerved) when followed 
by an accuſative caſe, always ſignifies to in- 
voke, or worſhip, except only where it ſigni- 
fies to appeal to. Thus, in the chapter from 


whence my text is taken--* The ſame Lord 
«© is rich &s Tavras Y ETA ,d auroY==THA5 


ce yp 05 c ee To Ove Kugis TWwNOETaL. 
In the xx11d chapter of the Acts, Saul 18 
bidden to “ waſh away his fins, eTwanoaps- 
yes To Ovefæ T8 Kypis,” And Origen, who muſt 
have underſtood the import and force of a 
Greek participle, at leaſt as well as any 
modern critic, commenting on one of the 
above cited paſſages, ſays-— The Apoſtle, 
«© in theſe words, declares him to be God, 
e whoſe name was called upon.” > The argu- 
ment, therefore, deduced from this expreſ- 
ſion, we may venture to ſay, ſtands good; 


nor can it admit of any farther reply, or 
evaſion. 


> Origen. Com. in Rom, x, Lib, vin, 


St, 


1 

St. Paul's uſual form of benediction was 
by invocation of the name of Chriſt. Grace 

ebe to you, and peace, from God the Fa- 
« ther, and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
Sometimes the name of Chriſt ſtands in the 
firſt order; © The grace of the Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt, and the love of God, and the com- 
ç munion of the Holy Ghoſt be with you 
« all.” In another place, The Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt comfort yourhearts”* that is, I pray 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſo to do. And ſpeak- 
ing of his thorn in the fleſh, he ſays-—“ J 
e beſought the Lord thrice, that it might de- 
te part from me. And he ſaid unto me, My 
« grace 1s ſufficient for thee; for my ſtrengt i 
is made perfect in weakneſs. Moſt gladly 
e therefore will I rather glory in my nfirmi- 
* ties, that the power of Chriſt may teſt upon 
«© me,” *-- The power of Chriſt, that is, plainly, 
of tie Lord whom he beſought, and who ſaid, 
My firength is made perfect in weakneſs.---I 
would intreat your attention to the following 
paſſage in 1 John v. 13, &c, © Theſe things 
have I written unto you--that ye may be- 
“ lteve on the name of the Son of God. And 
« this is the confidence we have in him, that 
„if we aſk any thing according to his will, 
« he heareth us. And if we know that he 
© a Cor xii. 34. Þ 2 The ii. 16, Cor. xii. 8. 
| « hear 


4 
« hear us, whatſoever we aſk we know that 
« we have the petitions we deſired of him.” 
In another part of the epiſtle, the ſame pre- 
cept is repeated, but the word God is uſed, 
inſtead of the word Chri/t--< We have confi- 
« dence toward God, and whatſoever we aſk, 
« ye receive of him.”* Can a man read theſe 
two paſſages, and doubt, for a ſingle moment, 
whether his Saviour be the God that Rm 
prayer? 


The bleſſed martyr Stephen, juſt before 
he expired, preferred the following prayer to 
his Saviour, Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit.“ 
Can a departing ſoul be thus ſolemnly com- 
mitted into the hands of any one, but of him, 
who is the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh ?” 
Does not St. Stephen here worſhip Chriſt, in 
the very ſame manner, in which, a little be- 
fore, Chriſt himſelf had worſhipped the Fa- 
ther? Where is the difference between, Fa- 
« ther, into thy hands I commend my ſpirit” 
and“ Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit ?” 
Does not the martyr likewiſe addreſs Chriſt, 
as the perſon who could forgive fins? Where 
is the difference, again, between“ Father, 
« forgive them, for they know not what they 
*« do”--and-=< Lord, lay not this fin to their 

« charge ?” 
2 Chap. iii. 22. 


66 
&« charge ?” Or ſhall a dying Chriſtian ſeru- 
ple to ſay what St. Stephen ſaid, becauſe 


Chriſt does not appear to the one, as he was 
pleaſed to do to the other ? It is a cavil not 


fit to proceed from the mouth of a ſerious 


man. 


We read of many perſons, who, when 
Chriſt was upon earth, falling down upon 
their faces, and worſhipping him, were 
never checked or reproved for ſo doing, as 


St. John was, when he offered to worſhip 


the angel, and Cornelius, when he made the 
ſame offer to St. Peter. 


The author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
evincing the ſuperiority of the Son of God 
over all created ſpirits, produces the follow- 
ing teſtimony, ** When he bringeth in his 
« firſt begotten into the world, he faith, 
« And let all the angels of God worſhip 
« him*<.” If you aſk, what kind of wor- 
ſhip the apoſtle may be ſuppoſed to intend, 
let us turn to the Revelation. There, upon 
the exaltation of our Lord, after his ſuffer- 
ings, St. John repreſents to us the church 


© Heb. i. 6. 


univerſal 


FF WE 
univerſal in heaven and earth, with the 
parts of created nature, and all the. angelic 
intelligences, aſcribing the very ſame „ bleſs- 
ing, and honour, and glory, and power, 
« to him that ſitteth on the throne, and to 
« the Lamb,” in conjunction . In heaven, 
the will of God is duly performed, and all 
„ honour the Son, even as they honour the 


« Father*.” Why ſhould it be otherwiſe on 
earth? 


That it ought not to be otherwiſe, but 
that equal honour ſhould be paid to both 
Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit, is 
evidently implied by the baptiſmal form 
running in the name of all the three. If 
the Holy Spirit were a property only, as the 
Socinians pretend, could a property be thus 
joined with the Father and the Son? They 
are not properties ; they are perſons, cer- 

tainly. If the Son and the Spirit were 
creatures, could they be joined with the 
Father, in the ſolemn act of baptiſm ? 
Baptiſm is the conſecration of him, who 1s 
baptized, to the ſervice---of whom? of God, 
and two creatures? no, ſurely, but of the 


* Rev. ve. 1. © Joha v. 23. 


B Sr Father 
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Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and, 
whether St. John hath ſaid it, or not, if 
there be any meaning in words, THESE 
THREE ARE ONE; they are the one 
object of our faith and our love, of our 
prayers and our praiſes, While this form 
continues to be uſed in the church, the 
doctrine of the TRINITY cannot periſh 
from it; and he who denies glory and 
worſhip to be due to the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, does, in effect, renounce 
his baptiſm; and ought to be initiated, by 
a new form, into a new religion. 


Thus ſtands the ſcripture evidence: and 
we find the practice of the primitive Chriſ- 
tians entirely conformable to it. A remark- 
able inſtance offers itſelf, very early, in the 
caſe of Polycarp, biſhop of Smyrna. He 
ſuffered in the year 167. He joins God the 
Father and the Son together in his prayers 
for grace and benediction upon men, con- 
ceived in the following manly and exalted 
ſtrain of piety and charity“ The God and 
„Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
« Chriſt himſelf the eternal High Prieſt, 
« the Son of God, build you up in faith, 
and truth, and in all meekneſs, to live 

| « without 


1 

« without anger, in patience, in long fuffer- 
© ing, and forbearance, and give you a lot 
* and part among the ſaints, and to us with 
« you, and to all them that are under 
« Heaven, who {hall believe in Jeſus Chriſt 
6 our Lord, and in his Father who raiſed 
« him from the dead *.” And when he was 
brought to the ſtake, he concluded his laſt 
prayer with this doxology to the whole 
Trinity—* I bleſs thee, I praiſe thee, I 
« glorify thee for all things, together with 
« the eternal and heavenly Jeſus Chriſt, thy 
c beloved Son, with whom, unto thee, and 
« the Holy Spirit, be glory, both now, and 
&« for ever, world without ends.“ So prayed 
this holy biſhop, and bleſſed martyr of 
Chriſt, at the hour of his departure out of 
the world. As he had been a. diſciple of 
St. John the Evangeliſt, we cannot well 
ſuppoſe him ignorant of the proper object 
of Chriſtian worſhip. We find him in 

poſſeſſion of the doctrine of a coequal and 
coeternal Trinity, conſidered as that object; 
a doctrine which, we may venture to ſay, 
he did not derive from the Platoniſts of 


: 2 Epiſt. ad Philipp. SeR. x11. 


E Martyr, Polycarp. apud Coteler. Patres Apoſtol. T. 1, 
* 99 


B 2 Alexans 


( 2 ) 
Alexandria, from ſcholaſtic theology, or 
from the papal chair. And we may conti- 
nue, it is hoped, to uſe the prayers in our 
own liturgy, though they conclude exactly 
like the prayer of Polycarp. 


Ignatius, biſhop of Antioch, ſuffered for 
the faith, fifty years before Polycarp, and 
had converſed familiarly with many of the 
Apoſtles. He begins one of his epiſtles in 
the following manner,—*< I glorify Jeſus 
«« Chriſt our God, who hath given unto you 
« this wiſdom - Axa Ino&y Xgivoy Tov toy, Tov 
g&T7ws vas roOarrea”. Could ſuch men as 
theſe, inſtructed by the apoſtles themſelves, 
be miſtaken in the capital article of all 
religion, the object of divine worſhip ? 
impoſſible! a man muſt have the credulity 
of an infidel to believe it. 


Juſtin Martyr, who flouriſhed about the 
middle of the ſecond century, declares to 
the Pagans, that the object of Chriſtian 
worſhip was the whole Trinity. © We 
« worſhip and adore (ſays he) the God of 
« righteouſneſs, and his Son, and the Holy 
„ Spirit of prophecy.” Yet, a little after, 


» Ignat. Epiſt. ad Smyrnzos. 
he 


( 23 } 

he tells the emperors, «© We hold it un- 
« lawful to worſhip any, but God alone i.“ 
80 Origen, who lived in the former part of 
the third century, We worſhip and 
« adore no creature, but the Father, the 
« Son, and the Holy Ghoſt *.” Give me 
leave to inſiſt a little on an argument ſug- 
geſted by theſe paſſages, becauſe it ſeems for 
ever to determine the queſtzon concerning 
the faith of the primitive church, on the 
article of our Lord's true and proper Divi- 
nity. The Chriſtians objected to the Pagans 
their idolatry. The Pagans retorted the 
objection on the Chriſtians, as the worſhip- 
pers of a crucified man. Here, you ſee, 
was a ſtroke aimed at the very heart of the 
new religion. And now, how do the Chriſ- 
tians defend themſelves? Had the charge, 
like many others, been falſe, they would 
certainly have denied it, at once. It be- 
hoved them ſo to have done; for the canteſt 
was pro aris et focis. They could never have 
continued to reproach their adverſaries with 
a crime, of which they were notoriouſly 
guilty, themſelves. But they do not deny 
the fact. They acknowlege it univerſally ; 


i Juſtin, Apol. 11. 
x Comment. in Epiſt. ad Rom. Lib. | 


and 


„ 


and yet, at the ſame time, affirm, We 
«« worſhip God alone, O ey peovey aro- 
. In their practice, then, they ſhewed 
their belief of Chriſt's true Divinity. They 
worſhipped him only upon this ground, that 
he was one God with the Father; and to 
have done it on any other ſuppoſition, had 


been idolatry, by their own confeſſion. 


What are we, therefore, to think of our 
modern unitarians, who repeatedly, and 
as it ſhould ſeem, ſeriouſly tell us, that all 
the fathers of the three firſt centuries were 


of their opinion“? To ſay this, is to make 


them guilty of the groſſeſt idolatry, and to 
involve them in a monſtrous contradiction ; 
they laid it down as a firſt principle, that 
God alone was to be worſhipped ; and, all 
the while, gave divine honour to one, whom 


(if theſe moderns ſay true) they did not 


hold to be God by nature, but a creature 


only. 


Let any perſon, with attention and im+ 


partiality, furvey this argument. again and 


again, on every fide; and it will appear to 


1 « 4]] Chriſtian people, for upwards of zoo years after 
% Chriſt, 'till the council of Nice, were generally Unita- 
« rians.” Mr, Lindſey's Apology, P. 24. 


be 
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be abſolutely unanſwerable. The earlieſt 


Chriſtians profeſſed to worſhip God alone; 


but they conſtantly and uniformly profeſſed 
to worſhip Chriſt; therefore they deemed 
Chriſt to be very God. The ſame is to be 
ſaid with regard to the Holy Spirit. No 
matter how the Son was begotten of the Fa- 
ther, or low the Spirit proceeds from both. 


The mode we have nothing to do with; it is 


above, and beyond us; it cannot be the ſub- 
ject of our reaſonings. We are not now en- 
tangled in the thorny parts of the ſubject; 
we are not diſputing about metaphyſical 
niceties and diſtinctions. A plain matter of 
fact is before us. The premiſes are fixed, 
by eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, and the writings of 
the primitive apologiſts, firm as the ever- 
laſting hills; no other concluſion can be 
drawn from them by the art of man; and 
the argument is obvious to the common ſenſe 
of the whole world. 


During the perſecutions under the heathen 
emperors, the martyrs, who ſuffered in them, 
commonly directed their prayers, as St. Ste- 
phen did, perſonally to Chriſt, in whoſe 
cauſe they laid down their lives, and into 
whoſe hands they reſigned their ſpirits, com- 

mending 
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mending their ſouls to him, as unto a faith 


ful Creator and Redeemer. In the Diocleſian 


perſecution, as Euſebius informs us, the in- 
habitants of a city in Phrygia, men, women, 
and children, while aſſembled in the church, 
at their devotions, were by their enemies ſur- 
prized and burnt, „calling upon Chriſt, God 
Many other inſtances occur in the ſame hiſ- 
torian, where the dying martyrs addreſs their 
prayers to Chriſt, under the higheſt titles 
and attributes of the Divinity, as the living 
and true God, the great king over all the 
earth, omniſcient and almighty, the Son of 
God, and himſelf true and very God. And, 
as-ſuch, Euſebius ſays, the higheſt powers 
on earth confeſſed and adored him *. 


Would you hear the contemporary writers, 
among the heathens, bearing teſtimony to 
the ſame great and important truth, con- 
cerning the object of worſhip in the earlieſt 
days of the Chriſtian Church ? You ſhall 
hear them. 


| Euſeb. Lib. vii, Cap. ii. 
= Euſeb. Lib. x. Cap. iv. See the paſſages cited by Bing- 


ham, in Eccleſ. Antiq. B. xiII. Ch. ii. 


Pliny 


129 

Pliny lived in the beginning of the frond 
century, and, as a judge under Trajan, took 
the confeſſions of ſome revolting Chriſtians. 
He ſays, they declared to him, * their cuſ- 
e tom was, to meet on a certain day, before 
e it was light, and, among other parts of 
« their worſhip, ſing an hymn to Chriſt, as 
e to their God--Carmengque Chriſto, quaſi Deo, 
&« dicere ſecum invicem. 


Towards the cloſe of the ſame century, 
Lucian, or whoever was the author of the 
dialogue ſtyled Philopatris, bearing his name, 
and certainly written about that time, in- 
troduces, in a ſcoffing way, a Chriſtian ca- 
techiſt inſtructing a pagan catechumen. The 
latter aſks, „By whom, then, ſhall I 
« ſwear ?” that is, whom ſhall I take to be 
my God, the obje& of my worſhip? The 
anſwer is, © By that God that reigns on 
„ high, the great, immortal, heavenly God, 
e and the Son of the Father, and the Spirit 
* proceeding from the Father, One in Three, 
* and Three in One. Take theſe for your 
« Jupiter; imagine this to be your God.“ 


* Plin, Lib. x. Ep. 97. 
Lucian. Philopatris, prope fin. 


© Lucian, 


Lucian, then, had evidently learned, and 
it was well known among the heathen in 
his time, that the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, or a Trinity of perſons in the 
Godhead, conſtituted the object of Chriſtian 
worſhip. The manner in which this teſti- 
mony affected Socinus, well deſerves your 
notice Nec vero nobis quidquam hactenus 
« legere contigit, quod trini iſtius Dei, a 
« Chriſtianis jam tum recepti et culti, fidem 
« facere videatur magis, quam quæ ex dia- 
« logo, qui Pgilopatris inſcribitur, et inter 
« Luciani opera numeratur, ad id proban- 
« dum affertur.”* It might, perhaps, be 
ſome advantage to it in his eſteem, as Dr. 
Waterland obſerves, * that it came from a 


pagan, though it had not weight enough to 


conquer his prejudices; for he never wanted 


evaſions. But you ſee in how very forcible 


a manner it ſtruck his apprehenſion, 


Such was the practice of the Chriſtian 
church, reſpeCting the worſhip of it's Savi- 
our, from the very beginning, and during 


the three firſt ages; long before Arianiſm 


P Socin. adv, Eutrop. c. xv. p. 689. op. 
Importance of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. p. 370. 
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appeared in the world, or any of thoſe dif- 
ficult queſtions were raiſed, which afterwards 
perplexed men with unintelligible ſubtleties, 


occaſioned by the reſtleſs endeavours and ſo- 
phiſtry of the Arian party. 


What ſhall we, then, ſay to theſe things ? 
What can we ſay, but that He, to the invo- 
cation of whoſe name ſalvation is promiſed ; 
He, whoſe name his diſciples, before they 
were called Chriſtians, invoked, and were 


known to be his diſciples by ſo doing ; He, 


in whoſe name the Apoſtles were accuſtomed 


to give their benedictions, and concerning 
whom St. John ſays, that, “whatever we 
« aſk of him according to his will, we ſhall 


b have the petitions we deſired of him;“ 


He, who was worſhipped by men, without 
reproving them for it, on earth, and to 
whom, in heaven, all the angelic hoſts, 
with the ſpirits of the redeemed, and the 
whole creation of God, give glory and 
honour; He, whom the church univerſal 
profeſſed, from the beginning, to adore ; and 
into whoſe hands the dying martyrs, from 
Stephen downward, committed their de- 
parting ſpirits; He, to whoſe ſervice and 
worſhip, with that of the Father and the 

C2 Holy 


6 
Holy Ghoſt, every Chriſtian is dedicated, 
in baptiſm; that this perſon is, indeed, 
what St. Paul certainly ſtyles him,“ God 
« over all, bleſſed for ever ';“ and that we 
all may, and ought to uſe the words of St. 
Thomas, uttered not, as is pretended, by 
way of exclamation to the Father, but in an 
immediate addreſs to the Son, (“ Then 
Thomas anſwered, and ſaid unto him)--- 


My Lord, and my God*.” 


For conſider well with yourſelves---if we 
are to worſhip only the Lord our God, as 
the primitive Chriſtians profeſſed to do ; and 
if we are, yet, to worſhip Chriſt, as they 
alſo profeſſed to do; muſt it not of neceſſity 
follow, that Chriſt is the Lord our God ? 


If millions of his ſervants, from all the 
different parts of the world, are to invoke 
him by prayer, and he hears the prayer of 
the heart, as well as that of the lips, muſt 
he not be omniſcient and omnipreſent, to 
do this? The argument has often been 
_ urged with ſucceſs againſt ſaint worſhip. It 
holds equally ſtrong againſt creature wor- 


thip. 


3 Rom. ix. 5. John xx. 28, 


If 
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If St. Paul blamed the heathen, becauſa 
they gave divine worſhip to thoſe yy Ouœes a 


Oecis 3 ſhall we be blameleſs, when We Wor- 
ſhip Chriſt, unleſs he be Oucei Sees? 


If divine worſhip be due to Chriſt, muſt 
he not be poſſeſſed of that divine dignity and 
excellence, which are the proper foundation 
of it? and can theſe be communicated to a 
creature? between the creature and it's 
Creator, and the honour due reſpectively to 
each, muſt not the difference be ever infinite? 
Socinus, who held Chriſt to be a mere man, 
and yet held divine worſhjp to be due to 
him, was confounded and filenced by this 
very argument, in a conference with one of 
his diſciples“, who carried his principle to 
it's proper concluſion, and denied Chriſt to 
be at all the object of divine worſhip. 


But do not the ſcriptures affirm, that 
Chriſt is to be worſhipped in conſequence of 
his ſufferings, and exaltation, and the power 
with which he was then inveſted ? undoub- 
tedly. And do not the ſame Scriptures in- 


t Cal. iv. 8. | 
* Frankenius, See an abſtract of the diſpute, in Biſhop 


© Bulls Primitiva er Apoſtalica Traditio de Jeſu Chriſti Diwinitate. 


Cap, vi. p. 393. c 
orm 


1 
form us, that God was worſhipped in con- 
fequence of his having created the world, 
when the morning ſtars fang together, and 
all the ſons of God ſhouted for joy? He 
was then worſhipped in the new relation of 
Creator, as Chriſt was worſhipped, upon his 
Aſcenſion, in the new relation of Redeemer. 
But God was worſhipped before the world 
was created, and will be worſhipped after 
its diſſolution. The Son of God was wor- 
ſhipped before he entered upon the work of 
Redemption. He had glory with the Father 
before the foundation of the world“; he ex- 
iſted in the form of God, before he exiſted 
4 in the likeneſs of man;” that is, he was 
God, before he was man. And, as God, he will 
be worſhipped to eternity, when his media- 


torial kingdom, as Meſſiah, ſhall be at an 
end. | 


The worſhippers of Chriſt are charged 
with idolatry. If he be a mere man, or, 
indeed, if he be a creature, there is foun- 
dation for the charge. But if, at his birth, 
God“ was © manifeſt in the fleſh*,” of 
what crime are they guilty, who deny him 


„ xvii. 3. 5 1 Tim, ili. 16. 


the 
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the honour due to him, and turn his humi- 


liation, on their account, into an argument 
againſt his Divinity ? and let it be obſerved, 


that if we are guilty of idolatry, the whole 
church of Chriſt has been guilty of it," in 


the groſſeſt manner, from the days of the 
Apoſtles to this preſent hour, 


It hath been aſſerted, that the worſhip of 
Chriſt is inconſiſtent with his office of Me- 
diator. But why? it ſeems rather to be 
implied, than ' excluded; fince a Mediator 
muſt communicate with both parties ; and 
our method of communicating with Chriſt 
muſt be by praying to him. Is there any 
contradiction, or incongruity, in the conduct 
of our devotions, if we ſometimes beſeech 
the Father to pardon and bleſs us, for the 
ſake of his dear Son; and, at other times, 
intreat the Son to beſtow upon us thoſe 
mercies, which the Father has granted for 
his ſake ? the ſame is to be ſaid of the Spirit 
and his comforts, given by the Father, 
through the Son. In one word; if the 
divine perſons, in the œconomy of man's 
redemption, have graciouſly condeſcended 
to aſſume theſe offices, and to act in theſe 
characters, ſhall we therefore ſay, they are 


not 
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not divine? This conſideration alone ſeems 
to afford a general and ſatisfactory anſwer to 
all the objections founded on thoſe texts, 
which intimate diſparity and inferiority; 
which ſpeak of ſending, and being ſent, and 
the like.---How mournful is the reflection, 


that this very conſideration, which ought to 


fill our hearts with wonder, love, and praiſe, 
ſhould be made the occaſion of denying the 
Lord that bought us, and the Spirit that 
conſecrates us to glory and immortality !- 
Lord, what is man! behold, with compaſ- 


ſion, his miſerable depravity ; and open 
his eyes, that he may behold it, himſelf ! 


But you, my brethren, (I addreſs myſelf 


to the younger part of my audience,) have 


not ſo unlearned Chriſt. You know in 


- whom you have believed ; and you know 


the importance of believing Him to be, what 
He really is. The queſtion we have been 


diſcuſſing is not of a ttifling or indifferent 


nature. It relates to the prime and leading 


article of all religion. It is not a point of 


ſpeculation merely : our daily practice 1s 
concerned in its determination ; according 
to which, we are led either to honour, or 
to diſhonour our Redeemer. Minds honeſt 
and 


8.7 
and ingenuous, like yours, will find no. 
difficulty in forming a right Judgment upon 
the ſubject. In order to do it, there is no 
neceſſity for you to plunge. into all the 
metaphyſical depths of the controverſy. The 
diſpute” lies in a ſmall ; compaſs. It turns 
upon a fact, whether Chriſt was, or was 
not, the object af _ divine: worſhip, in the 
apoſtolical times, and thoſe immediately ſuc- 
ceeding. The evidence has been clearly, 
I would hope, though briefly ſtated to you, 
in the preceding. diſcourſe. But I would 
with you to ſearch, and collect it more at 
large for yourſelves ; thoſe of you, eſpeci- 
ally, who are preparing to teach others the 
truth, and to guard them againſt the various 
errors which mark theſe latter days. The 
ſcriptural part of the evidence is contained 
in a little volume, which ſhould never be 
out of your hands: The remainder may be 
found in the epiſtles of. the apoſtolical fa+ 
thers, the / apologies: of Juſtin Martyr and 
one or two more, and the eccleſiaſtical hiſ- 
tory of Euſebius. . Should I ſay, that all 
theſe might be read, with eaſe, in two 
months, I ſhould ſay no more than the truth. 
And ſo much, at leaſt, of primitive antiquity 
ought to be ſtudied by every divine; indeed, 
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by every Chriſtian, who has leiſure 1 | 


ability. For why ſhould any man continue 
ignorant of that, which is ſo ſoon, and fo 
eaſily known? Be converſant in the ſcrip- 
tures, and acquaint yourſelves well with the 
doctrine and the practice of the church, 
in its earlieſt and pureſt days, when you, firſt 
enter upon the miniſtryz and the efforts 


of unhappily miſguided men will in vain be 
afterwards exerted, to. move you from the 


rock of your falvation, Remember Jeſus 


Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 


ever ; and conſider how great things he hath 
done for. you; things, which, had they been 
left for a creature to effect, had been unef- 
feed at this hour; they muſt have ceaſed, 
to eternity; none of them can by any 
« means redeem his brother, or give to God 
« a ranſom. for him.” To withhold! prayer 
from your Saviour, is. impious perverſeneſs ; 
to withhold praiſe and thanſgiving is impious 
ingratitude. Heaven reſounds with ſalva- 
tion to the Lamb triumphant; and ſhall 
earth be ſullenly ſilent? Chriſt rejoiced in 
his afflictions, and eſteemed them glory, for 
your fake. No temptation could. prevail 
upon the Lord, in the hour of ſuffering 
and ſorrow, to relinquiſh his gracious pur- 


poſe, 


1 
naſe, and deſert the cauſe of his diſciples ; ; 
let no temptation prevail upon them to 
deſert and diſown the cauſe of their Lord. 
Would any man perſuade you, to refuſe 
divine worſhip to your Redeemer ? Reject 
the attempt (whoever makes it) with a 
noble ſcorn; and, whatever others may 
think, or however they. may act, upon the 
occaſion, do you call to mind the generous 
confeſſion uttered by the martyr Polycarp, 
when the Roman Proconſul had urged him 
to deny Chriſt,---< Fourſcore and fix years 
« (faid the venerable old biſhop) have I 
„ ſerved him, and never yet received any 
« thing but good at his hands : how, then, 
« ſhall I now e my King and my 


« Saviour?) 


7 Martyrium Polycarpi apud Cane Fatr. Apoſtol. T. ii. 
„ 198... 
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